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Respondents answering Option A: 

1. I desperately  want to  keep Route 62 so in exchange I am willing to  give up the 
orbit Saturn route if it means keeping Route 62 as is. This route  is my life line to 
all things I need to do such as Doctor, Dentist, shopping and visits to friends and 
family. Also I have grandchildren and it is important to keep Route 62 going to 
Marcos De Niza High school. It is a safety issue. I don't want them to have to 
change buses to get to school. Right know they can catch the bus on Hardy and 
Minton and take it directly  to  school and directly  home again in the  afternoon.  It 
is reassuring to  know  they  have a direct route to  school.  If  this route is 
eliminated, working parents will have to resort to driving their kids to school and 
forgoing public transportation completely. This is the consequence. Less use of 
buses and more cars on the road. If I can't use my Route 62, I will nstead have to 
depend on friends and family to get me to my desired  destinations  instead of 
having to change buses and take 2 hours for a 20 minute trip! 

2. A because of low ridership. 
3. I don't use Saturn. I like to keep 15 minute frequency all day on Mill. 
4. I go to Fry's or Wal-Mart from Cornell Dr. and Rural Rd. on the Saturn. I cannot 

afford the revenue bus when it goes back to charging $4.00 for a trip.  I also go 
to church quite often, and get off at McClintock Rd. and  Guadalupe  Rd.  The 
Saturn goes that way in one trip. I don't have to make two bus trips to get there. 
During the hot times of the year, 5 to 6 months, it is very helpful. As I age, I find it 
more difficult to tolerate the heat. I don't have a car and must use public 
transportation. Option A works better for me for these reasons. Also, recently, I 
have had a couple of incidences during daylight  hours, at  different  bus stops, 
which were alarming and frightening. I prefer to take the Saturn because I only 
take one bus for the trip, rather than having to take 2 or 3 buses.  I also really like 
the concept of the flag zone. Great idea! I use it. The bus drivers are 
awesome....very professional and just good hearted people on all the buses. 

5. i would go with a. 
6. If I have to  choose  I take route 62 more often to  get to  work or transit  station. I 

live near 101 and Quadalupe.  There are no  buses  that get me even close to  the 
South Tempe-Mesa boarders. A route down Price Rd from Quadalupe to light rail 
and Tempe Market Place would work. The proposed changes would mean I would 
have to walk to Baseline or McClintock and transfer to another bus just to get to 
transfer station to get to work. 

7. It's easier to understand - Option B says it involves the elimination of route, but 
the map seems to be showing the Saturn route intact. I just can't understand 
what I'm looking at. 

8. less traffic 
9. More neighborhood service 
10. My kids use route 62 to get to Marcos de Niza High school. 
11. Option A is easier to know where the route is 
12. Seems like residents to the west wouldn't need to transfer to go north. 
13. The more elimination, the more money saved, the less fuel waste, the cleaner our 

air. 
14. Will less likely to be impacted by elimination of Option A 

 
 

Respondents answering Option B: 

1. Access for Tempe workforce 
2. B has more positive affects for not only the k-12 students and their families to 

make it accessible to get through the city. ASU has grown without a doubt but 
has almost made it impossible to drive down in downtown/south tempe for 
anything. I grew up here taking the bus everywhere because of the routes. 



Unfortunately due to ASU and developers it's impossible to get anywhere with so 
much construction and road signs every weeks in a new place. I prefer public 
transport because it's safer. 

3. B offers a circulator that connect my neighborhood to the rest of Tempe & other 
public transportation, should my neighbors and I need it 

4. Because it is the option that services residents the best. 
5. Does not comletely get rid of the Orbit Saturn route. 
6. Eliminating routes reduces bus culture in surrounding areas, which should be 

increased 
7. Eliminating the route will hurt so many people. There are so many who rely on 

these busses. 
8. Has smaller impact on residents in the area 
9. I do not want the Saturn route to be eliminated. This is a route that I have used in 

the past and anticipate using in the future. 
10. I really have no preference. 
11. I ride the Saturn and this route is better than the one now. 
12. I think by getting rid of the Saturn or any of the blue orbit buses you are going to 

leave a lot of students vulnerable. The line you want to cut runs right into Marcos 
de Niza high school. There are a lot of kids from Guad that go to that school and 
kids that live to Phoenix  that depend on the  line for  transportation. Maybe keep 
the line going during school days and cut back  during the summer. But  cutting 
back completely is going to hurt a lot of students. 

13. I think option B is best because we need the Orbit Saturn. I depend on the Orbit 
Saturn to get me to and from work, it has made my life a lot  easier, especially 
during hot summer months and allowed for an easier way to  get  to  and  from 
North Tempe. Eliminating the route would be detrimental. It has been a great free 
option for the community to access southern parts of Tempe and is used by 
numerous people getting to and from work as well as kids going to school. 
Without the Saturn, more people will be stranded and have more hurdles to 
overcome. 

14. I'd rather have the Orbit Saturn still be an option instead of getting rid of it 
entirely. 

15. If it saves money it's probably the least impacting of possible changes. 
16. It allows residents of south Tempe a means to get to and from the library while 

still connecting residents to Kiwanis park and a means to get to the Sports 
Complex by way of Route 62 

17. It's more efficient and direct. 
18. Less overlap with similar coverage. 
19. Modifying the 62 to serve south Tempe would provide me with easier options to 

get to some Doctor's offices and such during my lunch break or after work. 
20. More efficient 
21. More frequent times 
22. Neither A or B will serve the Tempe residents well. 
23. Option a eliminates the route near my house. 
24. Option B appears to have less mileage. 
25. Option B streamlines service on paper. However  transit  should be destination 

based and take people where they want to go, not just follow the grid lines of city 
roads. If people want to go to library, school, community center, centers with 
healthcare, downtown,  then there should  be a route there. I suggest  more routes 
be at least 15 minutes, because missing a transfer and having to wait 30 minutes 
or 1 hour for the next bus is ridiculous. Northern Terminus of Route 62 should not 
have to go to McClintock Dr, there is a traffic light intersection at Rio Salado Pkwy 
and Smith Rd so Route 62 should turn immediate right once it  leaves  the  stations 
at Tempe Marketplace. It doesn't make any sense for Route 62 to go to 
McClintock Dr and get stuck in the traffic there. I miss my connection to Route 30 
really often because of the traffic on McClintock Dr. Also can Route 62 travel on 
Farmer Ave instead of Ash Ave? 



26. Option B streamlines service on paper. However  transit  should be destination 
based and take people where they want to go, not just follow the grid lines of 
city roads. If people want to go to library, school, community center, centers 
with healthcare, downtown,  then there should  be a route there. I suggest  
more routes be at least 15 minutes, because missing a transfer and having to 
wait 30 minutes or 1 hour for the next bus is ridiculous. Northern Terminus of 
Route 62 should not have to go to McClintock Dr, there is a traffic light 
intersection at Rio Salado Pkwy and Smith Rd so Route 62 should turn 
immediate right once it  leaves  the  stations at Tempe Marketplace. It  doesn't  
make any sense for  Route 62 to  go to McClintock Dr and get stuck in the 
traffic there. I miss my connection to Route 30 really often because of the 
traffic on McClintock Dr. Also can Route 62 travel on Farmer Ave instead of 
Ash Ave? 

27. Option B will still retain Orbit Saturn service and maintain a short walking 
distance (-0.25 mi.) to a bus stop for those living between Baseline Rd. & 
Guadalupe. Furthermore, confusion at the Tempe Community Complex and 
along Rural Rd. regarding route direction will be eliminated by designating Orbit 
Saturn as its northern terminus. Meanwhile, it will consolidate Routes 62 and 
65 to streamline service and thereby allowing Route 66 to run more frequently. 

28. Option B, Because at least the route wouldn't be eliminated! 
29. Preferred option is to add more transit not take it away 
30. Still keeps public transportation on Guadalupe rd for saturn which is 

where I travel from to work currently using route 62 

31. The orbit route remains. I am opposed to the elimination of this route. 
32. The Orbit should not  be eliminated  completely. While I understand  this route 

costs more to operate than the other orbit routes, this shouldn't be a the 
sole reason for  cutting it. Honestly, the whole route as it  however  is kind of 
useless and in order to get north of Southern on the orbit you are forced to 
transfer. The ridership would likely improve if the city split the Saturn route 
into two parts and added the western route to Elliot/Priest to the Jupiter 
Route and the eastern portion to the Mars route. Mars could add the portion 
of Jupiter that is east of rural so that it connects people to the Fry's and the 
Library (instead of only downtown) and then go down Rural and east on 
Lakeshore to that portion of the current Saturn line. This way you can 
eliminate the Saturn line by expanding the other two routes to cover it and in 
the process make all the routes more useful since they connect more 
people to more places they might want to go without needing to transfer to a 
different orbit. If the Orbit that ran along grove parkway went all the way to 
ASU and Downtown, ridership would be significantly  higher than the current 
Saturn route. 

33. The orbits are a really important service for Students- I purchased my house 
intentionally along the bus route to ensure I can rent to students in years to 
come. 

34. The population of Tempe is exploding and cutting any transit options will 
cause more pollution and crowding on our streets. 

35. This option places my home closer to the center of the route. 
36. we should be doing more to have fewer trips by cars in the city. Frequency of 

bus service is important. 
37. You can't just drop a route like this, there are so many people who 

depend on these for daily transportation. 
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Topic Estimate Percent

45,191

   Hispanic 9,169 20.3%

   Non-Hispanic

      White, Non-Hispanic 27,256 60.3%

      Black, Non-Hispanic 3,189 7.1%

      Native American, Non-Hispanic 1,127 2.5%

      Asian, Non-Hispanic 2,602 5.8%

      Pacific Islander, Non-Hispanic 451 1.0%

      Other, Non-Hispanic 22 0.0%

      Two or More, Non-Hispanic 1,375 3.0%

   Minority (1) 17,935 39.7%

42,869 -

   Speak Only English 33,072 77.1%

   Speak Other Languages 9,797 22.9%

      Speak English ''very well'' 7,198 -

      Persons with Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 2,599 -

         Speak English ''well'' 1,716 -

         Speak English ''not well'' 725 -

         Speak English ''not at all'' 158 -

18,021 -

   Family Households (Families) 8,430 46.8%

      Married-couple family 4,997 -

      Female Householder, no husband present 2,138 -

         with own children under 18 years 906 -

   Nonfamily Households 9,591 53.2%

      Householder living alone 5,919 -

18,021 -

   Less than $10,000 2,041 11.3%

   $10,000 to $14,999 1,104 6.1%

   $15,000 to $24,999 1,990 11.0%

   $25,000 to $34,999 1,811 10.0%

   $35,000 to 49,999 2,701 15.0%

   $50,000 to $74,999 2,851 15.8%

   $75,000 to $99,999 2,652 14.7%

   $100,000 to $149,999 1,800 10.0%

   $150,000 to $199,999 638 3.5%

   $200,000 or more 433 2.4%

         with related children under 18 years 101 -

      Female householder, no husband present 671 -

         with related children under 18 years 612 -

      Male householder, no wife present 206 -

         with related children under 18 years   145 -

25,946 -

   Car or Truck - drive alone 18,570 71.6%

   Car or Truck - carpool 2,381 9.2%

   Public Transportation 1,227 4.7%

   Bicycle 1,543 5.9%

   Walked 545 2.1%

   Other means (taxicab, motorcycle, etc.) 619 2.4%

   Work at home 1,061 4.1%

18,021 -

   No vehicle available 1,946 10.8%

   1 vehicle available 7,362 40.9%

   2 vehicles available 6,100 33.8%

   3 or more vehicles available 2,613 14.5%

Total Area in Acres 6,816.2 -

Total Area in Square Miles 10.7 -

Selected Block Groups ACS 2012-2016 ACS 5-Year Estimates

Race and Ethnicity

Total Population

Ability to Speak English

Population 5 years and over

Households

Total Households

Household Income (in 2016 inflation-adjusted dollars)

Total Households

Commuting to Work

Workers 16 years and over

Source: United States Census Bureau, American Community Survey 2012-2016 5yr Estimates

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012-2016 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates. ACS data are based on a sample and are subject to sampling 

variability.  The degree of uncertainty for an estimate is represented through the use of a margin of error (MOE).  In addition to sampling variability, the ACS 

estimates are subject to nonsampling error. The MOE and effect of nonsampling error is not represented in these tables. Supporting documentation on 

subject definitions, data accuracy, and statistical testing can be found on the American Community Survey website (www.census.gov/acs) in the Data and 

Documentation section. Sample size and data quality measures (including coverage rates, allocation rates, and response rates) can be found on the 

American Community Survey website (www.census.gov/acs) in the Methodology section.  The MOE for individual data elements can be found on the 

American FactFinder website (factfinder2.census.gov).  Note: Although the ACS produces population, demographic and housing unit estimates, the 2010 

Census provides the official counts of the population and housing units for the nation, states, counties, cities and towns.  Prepared by: Maricopa 

Association of Governments, www.azmag.gov, (602) 254-6300

Vehicles Available

Occupied Housing Units

Area


